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18 CFR Ch. VI (4–1–07 Edition) § 701.3 

section 402 of the Act (42 U.S.C. 1962d– 
1). 

[41 FR 20548, May 19, 1976] 

§ 701.3 Purpose of the Water Re-
sources Council. 

It is the purpose of the Water Re-
sources Council to effectuate the pol-
icy of the United States in the Water 
Resources Planning Act (hereinafter 
the Act) to encourage the conserva-
tion, development, and utilization of 
water and related land resources of the 
United States on a comprehensive and 
coordinated basis by the Federal Gov-
ernment, States, localities, and private 
enterprise with the cooperation of all 
affected Federal agencies, States, local 
governments, individuals, corpora-
tions, business enterprises, and others 
concerned, within the limitations set 
forth in section 3 of the Act (42 U.S.C. 
1962–1). 

§ 701.4 Functions. 
The functions of the Water Resources 

Council are: 
(a) To maintain a continuing study 

and prepare periodically an assessment 
of the adequacy of supplies of water 
necessary to meet the water require-
ments in each water resource region in 
the United States and of the national 
interest therein. 

(b) To maintain a continuing study of 
the relation of regional or river basin 
plans and programs to the require-
ments of larger regions of the Nation. 

(c) To appraise the adequacy of ad-
ministrative and statutory means for 
coordination and implementation of 
the water and related land resources 
policies and programs of the several 
Federal agencies and to make rec-
ommendations to the President with 
respect to Federal policies and pro-
grams. 

(d) To establish, after consultation 
with appropriate interested Federal 
and non-Federal entities, and with ap-
proval of the President, principles, 
standards, and procedures for Federal 
participation in the preparation of 
comprehensive regional or river basin 
plans and for the formulation and eval-
uation of Federal water and related 
land resources projects, including pri-
mary direct navigation benefits as de-
fined by section 7a, Pub. L. 89–670. 

(e) To coordinate schedules, budgets, 
and programs of Federal agencies in 
comprehensive interagency regional or 
river basin planning. 

(f) To carry out its responsibilities 
under Title II of the Act with regard to 
the creation, operation, and termi-
nation of Federal-State river basin 
commissions. 

(g) To receive plans or revisions 
thereof submitted by river basin com-
missions in accordance with section 
204(3) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 1962b(3)), and 
to review and transmit them, together 
with its recommendations, to the 
President in accordance with section 
104 of the Act (42 U.S.C. 1962a–3). 

(h) To assist the States financially in 
developing and participating in the de-
velopment of comprehensive water and 
related land resources plans in accord-
ance with Title III of the Act. 

(i) To perform such other functions 
as the Council may be authorized by 
law, executive orders, regulations, or 
other appropriate instructions to per-
form. 

(j) To take such actions as are nec-
essary and proper to implement the 
Act and to carry out the functions enu-
merated herein. 

§ 701.5 Organization pattern. 
(a) The Office of the Water Resources 

Council is composed of the Water Re-
sources Council, the Chairman of the 
Water Resources Council, the Water 
Resources Council Staff headed by a 
Director, and Field Organizations with-
in its jurisdiction. 

(b) The Water Resources Council con-
sists of the following Members: The 
Secretary of Agriculture; the Secretary 
of the Army; the Secretary of Com-
merce; the Secretary of Energy; the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment; the Secretary of the Interior; 
the Secretary of Transportation; and 
the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. 

(c) The Chairman of the Council is 
designated by the President. 

(d) The Water Resources Council staff 
is employed, assigned duties and re-
sponsibilities, and supervised by the 
Director. 

(e) The Council Members shall estab-
lish an Interagency Liaison Com-
mittee. Task forces may be established 
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and assigned duties by the Director 
with the concurrence of the Members, 
and/or action of the Council. Any Coun-
cil Member may provide each task 
force with whatever representation he 
or she deems necessary. 

(f) Field organizations are estab-
lished by or operate under the Council 
and include field committees formerly 
under the Inter-Agency Committee on 
Water Resources and the offices of the 
Chairmen of Federal-State River Basin 
Commissions established under Title II 
of the Act. 

§ 701.6 Location of office. 
The Headquarters is located in the 

Washington, DC area. 

Subpart B—Headquarters 
Organization 

SOURCE: 43 FR 25945, June 15, 1978, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 701.51 The Council. 
Decisions of the Council are made as 

hereinafter described in §§ 701.53 and 
701.54. 

§ 701.52 Definitions. 
As used in this part the term Member 

means the Secretary of Agriculture, 
the Secretary of the Army, the Sec-
retary of Commerce, the Secretary of 
Energy, the Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development, the Secretary of 
the Interior, the Secretary of Trans-
portation, and the Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency, 
or Alternate appointed in accordance 
with § 701.53(a) when the alternate is 
acting for one of the above-named. 

§ 701.53 Council decisions by Members. 
Council decisions by Members may 

be made by direct vote at Council 
meetings or by a written communica-
tion which may provide for either a 
written or telephone response. Written 
communications shall state the time 
limit for voting on issues which they 
contain; however, extensions of time 
may be granted by the Director or 
Chairman when it is deemed necessary. 
Issues raised at Council meetings shall 
be decided by majority vote of Mem-
bers present and voting. Issues identi-

fied in written communications must 
receive approval of all Members. If an 
action item does not receive approval 
of all Members, it will be considered as 
an agenda item at the next Council 
meeting. For purposes of this section, 
approval of all Members shall be de-
fined as approval without a negative 
vote within the time limit for voting 
provided within each action memo-
randum. Decisions affecting the au-
thority or responsibility of a Member, 
within the meaning of section 3(b) of 
the Act, (42 U.S.C. 1962–1(b)), can be 
made only with that Member’s concur-
rence. 

(a) Each of the Members in § 701.5(b) 
shall designate in writing to the Chair-
man, with a copy to the Director, those 
individuals who may act as their Alter-
nates in fulfilling the duties as a Mem-
ber. Each Member shall designate one 
Alternate and one second Alternate to 
represent the Member on the Council. 

(b) A quorum for the transaction of 
business at Council meetings shall con-
sist of five or more Members and a ma-
jority shall consist of at least four 
votes. 

(c) Each Member has equal responsi-
bility and authority in all decisions 
and actions of the Council. Each Mem-
ber may place an item on a meeting 
agenda or, acting through the Director, 
circulate in writing an item for Council 
action. Each Member, as well as each 
Associate Member and each Observer, 
shall have full access to all informa-
tion relating to the performance of his 
duties and responsibilities. 

(d) No vote shall be taken at Council 
meetings until each Member and Asso-
ciate Member present has had full op-
portunity to express his views. 

(e) Members shall meet regularly at 
least quarterly, upon the call of the 
Chairman, or when requested by a ma-
jority of Members. 

(f) Matters specifically reserved for 
Council decision by Members are: 

(1) Actions requiring Presidential ac-
tion or approval. 

(2) Approval of Annual Budget re-
quests and the Annual Operating Pro-
gram of the Office of the Water Re-
sources Council. 

(3) Decisions involving substantial 
policy issues. 

(4) Delegations of authority. 
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